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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 

PCT/EP02/02236 




I. Basis of the report 


I . This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed " and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

| "] the international application as originally filed. 

p?] the description, pages 1-5 . ^ orisinallv filed. 

Dages . filed with the demand, 

pages _ . filed with the letter of 

paees . filed with thp tenrr nf 

[y] the claims, Nos. 1 ,2 .as originally filed. 

Nos. > as amended under Article 19, 
Nos. . filed with the demand, 
Nos. . filed with the letter of 
Nos. . filed with the letter of 

fy] the drawings, sheets/fig 1/5-5/5 , as originally filed. 

sheets/fig , filed with the demand, 
sheets/fig . filed with the letter of — 




sheets/fig . filed with the letter of 
2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
1 1 the description, pages 
1 1 the claims, Nos. 
| 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 

^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
1 — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 
PCT/EP 02/02236 




V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 




I . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1, 2 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1 t 2 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 , 2 Y£§ 

Claims NO 




2. Citations and explanations 

The invention according to the single independent 
Claim 1 relates to a process for the ultrasonic 
measurement of the thickness of a partial layer in a 




multilayered- structure with reduced boundary surface 
reflection. For this purpose, generally a plurality 
of ultrasound blasts are superposed, as has already 
occurred in Figures 2 and 3 of the application; see 
page 4, lines 21-24. It is from this point that the 
invention according to Claim 1 proceeds in that a 
plurality of wall thickness echo periods from 
different running periods are superposed. This 
appears to be non-obvious since a person skilled in 
the art in March 2 001 would merely use conventional 
blast superposition. Consequently, Claims 1 and 2 
age jorwidered to satisfy the criteria according to 
PCT Artiole 33(2-4) . 

Claim 1 indicates a plurality of original pulses; 
however, only one of them is used. Prior blast 
superposition appears to be necessary. PCT Article 
6 . 
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